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 Weesp, Utrecht, Gouda, Amsterdam. 
 
 

 
After leaving Vinkeveen base, cruise south until you join the Amsterdam Rijn 
Kanaal. Head north until you arrive atWeesp. After passing through a lock, 
you can moor in Weesp or continue further south on the River Vecht. 
AtWeesp there are several out of town public mooring places for those 
looking for peace and quiet. 

 

 - Weesp 
Most popular mooring point in Weesp is that of WSV de Vecht or De 
Zeemeermin Marina. 
Note: Please be aware that in this area, particularly in high season, mooring 
places are in high demand. If you are struggling to find space, head towards 
the Amsterdam Rijn canal and the area known as Small Weesp where there 
are three marinas with visitor berths. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Before leaving Weesp and heading immediately south, you may conside 
heading north to visit Muiden??  

 

 - Muiden 
Most popular mooring place is at the marina JH Stichting Muiden. 
 

 - Muiden 
Muiden is located at the mouth of the river Vecht. It is interesting to note that 
this town wasn’t always called Muiden, it was first called Amuda, meaning 
“mouth of the (river) A”, and “A” was the old name for the Vecht River. 
Muiden is situated about 12km from Amsterdam and takes about an hour to 
cycle; this makes a good day trip.  
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Muiden 

 
A recommended place to visit is that of Muiderslot Castle (see history below). 
The Castle was restored and is now a national museum which tells the story 
of life in the castle in medieval times and during the golden age.   
It is open to visitors along with its extensive gardens (see below). There are 
also new sections of the castle opened and there are guided tours on offer 
which tell the story from the Middle Ages to the Golden Age.  
 

 - Muiden 
The river Vecht was the trading route to Utrecht and given the position of 
Muiden, the Muiderslot castle was constructed for two main reasons. The first 
of which was to defend this route and the second reason was to enforce a toll 
on traders. 
 
 

                     
                   Muiderslot Castle 
 
 
 
                                       Muiderslot Castle- Gardens 
 

At the end of the 18th century the castle had another function as it was used 
as a prison. 
  

 

 

Muiderslot Castle (see 
left) was built around 
1280 by Count Floris V. 
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After leaving Muiden cruise south to Weesp again. Between Muiden and 
Weesp there are several out of town public mooring places for those looking 
for peace and quiet. 

 

 - Weesp 
Most popular mooring point in Weesp is that of WSV de Vecht or De 
Zeemeermin Marina. 
Note: Please be aware that in this area, particularly in high season, mooring 
places are in high demand. If you are struggling to find space, head towards 
the Amsterdam Rijn canal and the area known as Small Weesp where there 
are three marinas with visitor berths. 
 

 - Weesp 

 
Arial view of Weesp 

 
Weesp is another old town with lots of waterways and a wealth of historic 
streets and attractions. It is small but a very popular choice for boating and 
other visitors.  
Stop by the tourist information office (VVV) where you can obtain a walking 
map setting out the most interesting sights of the town.  
 
Many buildings in Weesp date back to the seventeenth and eighteenth 
century.  
A short cycling distance from Weesp is a nature reserve, The Naardermeer 
Area. 
 
Weesp is famous for the having the first Dutch Porcelain produced in the 
town. It was produced in 1759 and was special as it varied from the Chinese 
coloured designs which flooded the market. A varied collection of pieces made 
by Gronsveld’s porcelain factory are displayed in the municipal museum in the 
16th century town hall.  
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The most famous product of Weesp is Van Houten chocolate. The Van Houten 
chocolate factory was based in Weesp until 1970, exhibits of which are also 
on show in the Town Hall museum.  
Weesp has a train station and a small bus station serving many destinations.  
 

 
Weesp 

 - Weesp 
It is hard to believe now but Weesp was once an uninhabited peat bog and 
this was the case until around the Middle Ages. Weesp was granted city rights 
in 1355. 

 
Weesp to Loenen 

 
After leaving Weesp heading south, you will pass Uitermeer and when you are 
passing Hinderdam, you may wish to visit the small Spiegel polder which has 
numerous countryside mooring places. Please consider however that the 
Zander sluis (lock) only operates twice per day. 
A short journey from Hinderdam, you pass Nigtevecht. Along the river from 
Nigtevecht again there are several mooring places in the country side. Also by 
Overmeer you may wish to visit the Kaas Boederij (Cheese farm). 
 

 

 - Vreeland 

The picture on left 
shows two of the 
three full-size 
windmills in Weesp. 



Page 6 of 15 

 

 
Vreeland 

 
Vreeland is a small town but a very popular destination for water recreation. 
There are also several bike routes around the town and two hiking routes 
‘Floris de Vijfde’ and ‘Waterlinie’. 
 

 

 
After Vreeland the next town is Loenen where there are mooring places either 
side of the bridge. 

 
 

 - Loenen 
Loenen is a beautiful village and is a recommended stop off. It is also a 
popular destination for water sports.  
 

 
Loenen aan de Vecht 

 

This area is particularly well known for the beautiful stately houses, with their 
waterside gardens, built during the 17th Century by the wealthy traders from 
Amsterdam.  
 

 - Loenen 
It is interesting to note that it was here in Loenen that there are the first 
records of the game of golf. Steven van Hengel describes in his book how the 
game was played in 1297 near the castle of Kronenburg. The winner was the 
player standing at the court house who could hit a ball to the castle door in as 
few strikes as possible.  
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Leonen to Maarssen 

 
This is the last part of the journey along the famous River Vecht. In Maarsen 
you have a choice of mooring. You can stay at the outside of the village or in 
the centre of the village. 

 

 - Maarssen 
There are many well-restored old houses, villas and manor houses around 
Maarssen so keep an eye out for them and the camera at the ready.  
 

 
De Vecht- Maarssen 

 

                      
                    The Goudestein- Maarssen 
 

 
Maarsen to Utrecht 

 
After you leave Maarsen there is a lock which allows you to enter the 
Amsterdam Rijn Canal –  

 
The commercial traffic is very fast moving and due to their drafts, etc produce 

large waves within the canal. This does not offer relaxed cruising! 
 

 

 - Utrecht 
The nearest mooring place to the city centre is Nieuwe Kade. 

The Goudestein, built 
around the 18th century 
is now in use as the 
town hall and open to 
visitors.  
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 - Utrecht 
Utrecht is a beautiful old city and is well worth a stop off. It is one of 
Holland’s largest cities and makes for very picturesque cruising through the 
many bridges.  

Check the height of your boat and don’t forget to duck your head!! 
 

 
Aerial view of Utrecht 

 

 
                        De Oudegracht 
 

                                                                                              
                                                                  The Dom Tower 

 
 
 
 
 

The Oudegracht is a curved canal 
which runs through the city centre 
of Utrecht. The canal was dug in 
the 10th century but flood risk 
meant that the street level had to 
be raised, giving the city its unique 
split level design. 
 

The Dom Tower was completed in approx 
1382. At that time it stood at 109 metres tall 
until there were further restorations in 1910 
which increased its height to an amazing 112 

metres. 
There are regular tours and after climbing the 

465 steps to the top, one has a beautiful 
aerial view of the city of Utrecht and on a 

clear day it is possible to see both Amsterdam 
and Rotterdam. 
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There are several museums in Utrecht, for example; Aboriginal Art Museum 
which offers a small exhibit of Australian Aboriginal Art, Centraal Museum 
which offers a large collection of art, design, and historical artefacts, Museum 
Catharijneconvent which is a  Museum of the Catholic Church showing the 
history of Christian culture and arts in the Netherlands.  
 
Utrecht has a rich religious past. It has been the religious centre of the 
Netherlands since the 8th century and it is due to this past importance that 
several monumental churches have survived in Utrecht. The most prominent 
is the Dom Church. Also part of this rich religious past is due to the fact that a 
pope came from Utrecht, Pope Adrian VI (1459-1523). 
 
Utrecht is home to Utrecht University, the largest university in the 
Netherlands.  
Due to the very central location of Utrecht, it is well located to the rest of the 
Netherlands.  
 
For some retail therapy there is a large shopping centre in Utrecht called 
Hoog Catharijne and there are countless restaurants with great food to be 
enjoyed by all (see back for details). 

                                                                                             
 
Utrecht is also host to the Netherlands film festival.  
 

 - Utrecht 
The first settlers inhabited Utrecht in AD50. Utrecht was granted city rights in 
1122. 

 
Utrecht to Gouda 

 
On leaving Utrecht continue down the Vaartse Rijn, then carefully cross over 
the Amsterdam Rijn Kanaal  until you come to the Merwede canal which 
heads in the direction of Ijsselstein 
After Ijsselstein you are cruising along the Hollandse Ijssel, with the next 
town being Montfoort. There are three mooring areas before the bridge and 
one after the bridge. After Montfoort the next town is Oudewater which again 
has two moorings before the bridge and one after. 

View of The Oudegracht 
from The Dom Tower. 
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 - Gouda 
There are several mooring destinations in Gouda. The most popular would be 
The Marina of Goudas water sport association and the yacht club at Gouda. 
The more attractive and central moorings are along the Kattensingel. 
 

 - Gouda 
The town centre offers a beautiful display of its rich past. The name of the 
town of Gouda is said to have originated in the Middle Ages when Van der 
Goude family built a castle on the banks of the Gouwe River, hence the name 
of Gouda came about.   
In the middle ages, Van der Goude family built a castle on the banks of the 
Gouwe River, thus this is how the town got its name.  
 
The city is well-known world wide for its famous cheese. A weekly cheese 
market is held in The Markt where there are plenty of opportunities to sample 
and buy cheese. While here one should also visit the cheese making 
demonstration in De Waag  
(see below). 
 

                                    
                                    De Waag  
 
There are a number of museums in Gouda worth visiting such as, Museum 
Gouda (History museum) and Museum De Verborgen Tijd (modern art). 
 
There is more to Gouda than cheese though and the town is also renowned 
for its pottery, pipes and stroopwafels.  
A visit to St Janskerk is well worth while to see the Goudse Glazen, which are 
an impressive of 70 stained glass windows. Built between 1530 and 1600s 
Other attractions include, Goudas 15th century town hall (See below), one of 
the oldest town halls in the Netherlands. 
 

De Waag (weigh house) 
was built around 1667. 
It was used for weighing 
goods to levy taxes. 
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                  Town hall - Gouda 

 
For the energetically minded the Reeuwijkse Plassen, north of the town, offer 
miles of car-free cycling.  
 

 - Gouda 
One wouldn’t think it today but around 1100, Gouda was swamp land covered 
with a peat forest.  
 

 
 

 - IJsselstein 
Mooring available at JH Marnemoende or in the town centre there are 
municipal moorings at various points along the quayside. 
 

 - IJsselstein 
IJsselstein owes its name to the river Hollandse Ijssel which flows through the 
city. The town serves as a good overnight stop with a wide range of shops, 
services and restaurants available (see back). 
 

 
 
There is a 16th century castle tower open to visitors at weekends and also a 
municipal museum presenting the history of the town.  
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 - Montfoort 
Plenty of canalside moorings are available here.  
 

 - Montfoort 
This village is well equipped with supermarkets and there is a good choice of 
restaurants in the town (see back for details).  

 
 

 - Oudewater 
There are canalside moorings both sides of the Hoenkoopse bridge.   
 

 - Oudewater 
Oudewater is one of the oldest small towns of the Netherlands with around 
250 protected buildings in the town.   
 
 

          
                       Heksenwaag                                          The weighing scales 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is now a small museum in the Heksenwaag in honour of this colourful 
past. 

The Heksenwaag is a famous building in 
Oudewater where witches were tried in the 16th 
century. It is a very popular tourist stop.  
They were weighed on the scales with the 
reasoning that if they were a certain weight then 
they could not ride a broom stick and hence were 
not a witch. The reasoning at the time was that 
witches didn’t have a soul and therefore wer much 
lighter than an ordinary person and so could fly a 
broomstick.  
If they passed the weighing they would receive an 
official certificate proclaiming them not a witch. 
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Gouda to Alphen a/d Rijn 

 
After leaving Gouda you are now heading north along Gouwe until arriving at 
Alphen on the Rijn. There are two public moorings to the north west of 
Alphen, one on each side of the lifting bridge on the Heimans Wetering canal 
in the direction of Woubrugge. There are numerous moorings available in 
marinas along this stretch and two rural mooring locations on the 
Braassemermeer. 

 

 - Alphen  
The yacht harbour on the Woudwetering has mooring spaces available and 
there are also town centre moorings.  
 

 - Alphen  
If stopping in Alphen, one should visit the nationally recognised attractions in 
the town.  
One of which is the Vogelpark Avifauna which features over 3000 birds 
including rare species, a tropical Aviary, a penguin pool and a flamingo pond.  
Another site of interest is the Archeon, it is an archaeological theme park with 
zones on prehistoric life, the Romans and the Middle ages.  
The town also hosts a weekly market and has several restaurants (see back). 
 

 

 
Continuing on the Braasemermeer lake, head for the Riekerplas and Nieuwe 
Meer Lakes. Sail in a Northerly direction and you will reach Amsterdam.  
 

 

 - Amsterdam  
You wont be short of a mooring place in Amsterdam. The most popular is that 
of Sixhaven Marina which offers a ferry into the city centre. Close by there are 
other marinas, namely Aeolus, Het Jacht and Aquadam Twellegea. There are 
two marinas located on the Nieuwe Diep Lake, Bovendiep and Het Nieuwe 
Diep. There are also several marinas on the Nieuwe Meer which are Marina 
van Het Bosch and WV Amsterdam.  
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Amsterdam 

 - Amsterdam  
Amsterdam is a very lively cosmopolitan city with museums, markets and 
entertainment to suit all tastes. It is probably the most popular tourist 
destination in Europe and with the beautiful architecture within the city you 
will not be short of a photo opportunity.  
In terms of museums, The Anne Frank museum and the Dutch Resistance 
Museum offers a good insight into the war years. A visit to the Scheepvaart 
museum deals with nautical history and NEMO covers science and technology. 
There is a museum dedicated to the work of Van Gogh and the Stedelijk 
Museum offers a view of modern art. The Heineken brewery tour is also 
worth a stop.  
Amsterdam is famous for its vibrant and diverse nightlife. The two nightlife 
areas are the Leidseplein and the Rembrandtplein. Red Light District centred 
around the Oude Kerk is known world wide.  

                                                                                         
 
There are several festivals held in Amsterdam throughout the year attracting 
people from all over Europe.  
 
There are daily and weekly markets in Amsterdam, many department stores 
for those looking for some retail therapy and also plenty of restaurants to suit 
all budgets (see back). 
 

The city is very 
pedestrian and cycle-
friendly and also has 
an extensive public 
transport system.  
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Amsterdam 

 

 
 

 
 

Amsterdam to Vinkeveen 
 
The Weespertreckvaart through Duivendrecht, is part of your return journey 
from Amsterdam to Vinkeveen and will bring you onto the Vecht almost 
opposite Weesp. 
At this point you can choose to remain on the Amsterdam Rijn Kanaal, as you 
return south and then turn right for Vinkeveen via the Nieuwe Wetering and 
Angstel via Angstel and the Nieuwe Wetering. The alternative is or re-join the 
river Vecht and exit at Maarssen although you have already done this section. 
Then you would cruise north to  the left turn for Vinkeveen via the Nieuwe 
Wetering and Angstel - the former route is quicker, should you be pressed for 
time 
 
 

 
 
 

Your journey is now complete. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Your journey is now complete. 
 


